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MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator Randy Baumgardner, Chair, Capital Development Committee
FROM: Catherine Olukotun, CDHE Lead Finance
DATE: October 28, 2016

SUBJECT: FY 2017-18 CCHE Capital Request Submission

This memorandum accompanies a binder containing documents for the Colorado Commission on
Higher Education’s (CCHE) top 20 prioritized capital projects for the FY 2017-18 capital budget
request. State law, C.R.S. 23-1-106(7)(a), delegates to CCHE the responsibility of recommending a
prioritized capital construction list for the system of public higher education. The Office of State
Planning and Budget (OSPB) limits the number of prioritized submissions to 20 prioritized projects.
Although the entire prioritized list of all projects is included, the supporting documents in this
submission only reflect the top 20 institutional submissions. All institutional supporting documents
on all projects were included as part of the non-prioritized submission that was submitted to JBC
and CDC staff in August. This binder contains the required financial and narrative forms for the top
20 submissions, and under the summary tab, the list of Current Year Capital Improvements Program
and the list of Five-Year State Funded Capital Improvements Program, which reflect all capital
submissions for FY 2017-18.

Capital Requests Review Process

On July 29, 2016, state institutions of higher education submitted to the Colorado Department of
Higher Education (CDHE) a total of 35 new state funded capital construction requests (26 capital
construction; 6 IT), including 3 National Western Center COPs. CCHE’s Fiscal Affairs and Audit
Standing Committee (FAA) and CDHE staff reviewed and scored a final total of 32 requests for the
FY 2017-18 budget cycle for a total request of $353.5 million (excluding the COPs) in state funds.
The top 20 projects request $246.9 million in state funds (exclusive of the COPs).

To prioritize the projects, CDHE staff worked with the FAA Committee to apply a uniform set of
criteria to evaluate the projects. Since COPs are state obligations, CCHE placed the COP projects
before the prioritized unfunded projects. The FAA Committee held two public meetings to review
the projects. An initial prioritized list was shared and discussed on September 19, 2016. After the
meeting, institutions were invited to propose scoring changes and to provide supplemental
documentation to support their requests. On October 7, 2016, the FAA met again to take action on
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the prioritized list and it voted unanimously to approve a revised prioritized list reflecting changes in
scoring made as a result of the new information brought forward during the second period, and

forward the list to the full Commission. CCHE unanimously approved the prioritized list on October
24, 2016.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Best Regards, —Q

Catherine Olukotun

Colorado Department of Higher Education
P: 303-862-3021
catherine.olukotun@dhe.state.co.us
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